BEGINS ANEW! 


Letter From The Editor 


It's a new month, the skies are Q . 
lear and nore Light 5 

gushing through our windows + 
than ever. The esplanade is 

Seeing quite as nary ° 
people knocked over by wind ° 


outside CDS - things are 
looking bright. 


Spring is just around the corner and 
this is the perfect opportunity to 
Leave behind all that’s been 
plaguing you and start anew! 


There is a beautiful vibrant light beyond the 
cold horizon ahead of us and I can’t wait 

to explore it. I can’t wait to watch flowers 
blossom from cracks in pavement, see all the 
eclectic picnic blankets lining BU Beach like 
one big quilt. 

Frankly, I’m just excited to be outside again. 


This semester has been cold, hard and stagnant for 
a lot of us but it doesn’t always need to be. This 
issue is dedicated to starting anew: exploring the 
broad horizons before us and plunging into then 
eagerly. 


; Al ‘e 3 Lucas 


Our Brand New 
Playlist! 
Here Comes The Sun - The Beatles 
What Is Really Beautiful - Kath Bloom 
Acoustic Guitar - The Magnetic Fields 


I Think I Need a New Heart - The Magnetic 
Fields 


Stare Down - Sophie’s Body 
I Love You - Fontaines D.C. 


The Ballad of the Costa Concordia - Car Seat 
Headrest 


The Last Man on Earth - Wolf Alice 
One Point Perspective - Arctic Monkeys 


I Have Come Out To Play - Jonathan Richman & 
The Modern Lovers 


Close My Eyes - Arthur Russell 
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Album Horoscopes 


me Shee See tae 


Taurus: March white bringing You sone fun tines 

with your friends so Tet 1969 (taylor’s version) 

by Taylor Suift be your go to hangout album this 
‘Gein: The stars say this anth will being you 
‘over in business and creativity. So what better 
oundtrack than ANTE by Rihanna 

Cancer: You" have iapravenent_in both 

‘iysical and aental well-being, Incorporate sone 

‘dancing 12 your Narch wlth Loose by Nelly 


work will pay oFF. celebrate by Listening to 


Virgo: Lots of reflecting and learning in your 
Felationships will tapgen in Mareh- Listed to 
ucpoae by Sista Bieber for sone words of 
Libra: Prepare for big changes but prepare 
through meditation and reflection. LOM. LIVE.ASAP 
by ASHP Rocky works for sone background tunes, 
Scorpio: This month you'll Learn that your hard 
ok WALL pay off. Celebrate by Listening to 
‘Sagittarius: this aenth your confidence 4s 
& coming back after maybe 4 disoppointing past Few 
Weeks or months, Hype yourself up with For ALL 
4V The Dogs by Drake. 
capricorn: Lots of activity and notion this 
arch. Groove to Discovery by Oat Pusk as you 
get ald tasks done 
Aquarius: 10s going to be calm for the next 
‘feu wesks, Relax to Chentrals Over The Country 
(las by Lana Del Rey 
Pisces: You'll be feeling very generous and 
fenpathetie this month. Inmuntty by Claire wild 
‘be your soundtrack for March, Me 
<3 Lea Tran 


Personal Favorites 


Blue Weekend - Wolf Alice 
‘lue heekend 15 an albun'T can confidently say has absolutely no skips. 
Every song is incredible and each one has 2 uhoie 

afferent vibe, Te tates you on a glant emotional roller 

faaster as you Listen Uirough the Fecard ~ fron wanting tO Jump arcund 
and screan at the top of your lungs to Play the Greatest Hits to 
aneing to lay tn a feld Staring up ae the stars in the night sky 
Mitte Distening to The Last Mon on arth. T believe it ts an album 
feveryone has to Listen to at Least once 

My Favorites: Lipstick on the Glass, How Can Make Tt Ok, Smile, 
Play the Greatest Hits 


Skinty Fia - Fontaines oc 
‘his albun 1s 5 masterpiece. & monumental work of art. Te Ls an 
Incredibly unique record and you will most definitely never hear 
anything like 4t. While 10's a great Listen for any’ doy, 1 fd 4 
‘specialty perfect for cald and glean days. Pron the deeply enotional 
Sand poetic lyrics ta the melancholic yet energetic nelodies, Fontaines 
eliver an albun that makes you want to dance, cry, scream, and 
everything in between 

My Favorites: skinty Fa, 1 Love You, Noman Holiday, The Couple 
‘erase the Hay 


Tranquility Base Hotel & Casino - Arctic Monkeys 
Take It easy for a Little while, Cone and stay at the Tranquility Base 
Hotel & Casing and be transported to a aitferent dimension where Alex 
Turner ts your concierge naned hark and you can visit a tagueria ona 
Toor (rated 4 stars aut af 5) whenever you Like. a ay hunle opinion, 
his album 4s Arctle Monkeys? best and mst unique record. TE has an 
fentirely different vibe than anything they had dane before and makes 
You feel like you're Iiving in a Stanley Kubrick novie, T Unink it is 
igeny underrated but tray worth Listen. Ads retisten. and a 
My Favorites: star Treatment, Four Out Of Five, The Uitracheese, 
One Pont Perspective, 


Also Worth Mentioning! 
Everything You've Cone To Expect - The Last Shadow Puppets 


<3 Sara Sierra-Garcia 


69 Love Songs 


A few months ago I heard “Absolutely Cuckoo,” the opening 
track of The Magnetic Fields’ quintessential 1999 

ecard 69 Love Songs, thought it was corny, and wrote off 
the band. T later discovered they’re from Boston, and 
Stephen Merritt, the primary songuriter and vocalist, 
wrote most of the record in bars. They also played their 
first show in Cambridge. 1 am working in a bar in Can- 
bridge and 1'd call ayself in love, so as an exercise in 
exposing myself to a wider variety of music, I challenged 
yself to listen to the entirety of the nearly three hour 
themed project made up of, well, 69 songs. Over three 
days it was all T listened to, and I made it through the 
record in its entirety once. My friend who introduced me 
to the band has never finished it. 


69 Love Songs demands work to get through, and in the 
30-second TikTok sound song era, the project is arduous 
for the modern Listener's attention span. The size of the 
project buries tracks that would be hits on a shorter 
record. 


After finishing dt, I can say I was right about the 
corniness. It’s actually in a super 96s, ironic way 
though. Nevertheless, the record is successfully funny, 
as well as tender and honest in simple ways. Merrit said, 
“r don’t think there are any clichés I try to avold. As 
soon as I spot a cliché, I go for it. I feel like clichés 
are the most useful thing in songwriting”. 


The instrumentation is layered and varied, and Merritt 
passes vocals around with numerous singers, keeping the 
Listener away from the feeling of Listening to the sane 
Song for three hours, The tracks are short, sometimes to 
the point of seeming unfinished, and the melodies are 
simple. Merritt’s delivery 1s rarely enotional, except 
for on the anonaly that is “Papa was a Rodeo”. 


A Review & Essay 


69 Love Songs, despite the trappings of its thene, often 
avolds sentimentality at nearly every turn. Most songs 
seen to be written about love instead of actually in it. 
Many of the songs feel Like conedic ditties, Like “Punk 
Love” (and many more). 69 Love Songs feels dissociated 
fron love, and Merritt seens to have misgivings about it. 
I personally prefer the less clever, more tender tracks, 
but that might Just be me. 


69 Love Songs is kissing your partner for so long that 
your Lips and cheeks are so wet they’re almost pruny, 
you're thirsty and your throat hurts because you need 
Sone water and the buzzing heartbeats have ceased, in- 
stead a rising heart rate because you know you're late to 
something but you just can’t stop kissing. And you can’t 
stop kissing for 2 hours and 52 minutes. You can’t stop 
kissing or loving and it makes you feel so sick and crazy 
and sad and it’s just too mich, but instead of the voice 
in your head telling you it's okay and worth it, Mer- 
rit is giggling at you Like he knows it’s kind of stu- 
pid. It's still pretty good when he’s being silly about 
it, but when he closes his eyes and lets himself kiss, 69 
Love Songs holds some of the most beautiful love songs 
D've ever heard. 


favorite tracks: ALL ty ittte Words Let's Pete ere Buy a 
Tine’ snough For Hocking Men We're Old, No One MiLl Ever Leve You, 
You're hy Only Hine, Kashington, D.C.» Papa hae A Rodeo, Acoustic Gul 
tar, Love Ts Like A'gottle OF Gin, T Cant Touch You Anymore 


<3 Maggie Ma 


NEW BEGINNINIGS 


WP G4.2 72 EMERGING ARTIST: SOPHIE'S BODY Get "2 


At only 155 monthty Spotify 2isteners, this Boston 
fased group Ss criminally unknown” unite Gerklee may 
te aug. 


‘Gnbined masiclanship shines through thelr small yet mighey discography. 


‘he crux af Soston’s underground auste scene 4s Sts eversuturation. 


Tnagery in the latter, it proved to be a challeage te pick favorites 
fram such a great Line-up 


— gk ma 


13) 


Boston Music History: 


In tune with this issue’s theme of starting anew is 
‘the idea of birth and rebirth which was promoted 

and celebrated by bands affiliated with the DIY mu- 
sic trend of the 2000s. According to wers (Boston’s 
Uncommon Radio), DIY music was arguably Boston's 
most prominent underground movement at the time. DIY 
musicians were innovative in that they bridged the 
divide between amateurs and professionals and con- 
sidered it was more important to love music than to 
have huge commercial success. 


The DIY music culture involved to a large extent 
house shows, or concerts that would take place in 
‘the homes of ordinary people, as well as experimen- 
tation with various instruments and musical tech- 
niques in the course of such shows. Since concert 
spaces were selected based on word of mouth and 
volunteering, the places could be large and small, 
pleasant or spooky, more or less clean, and the ex- 
perience was different every time, same as the mu- 
sic. Among the DIY bands, Night Rally was one of the 
best, although it was short lived, and its tune “A 


Birthday Party” a post-punk masterpiece. 


Night Rally, 
“A Birthday Party” 


Night Rally had Devin King on guitar and Farhad 
Ebrahimi on bass. Its album Preston Family Crest in- 
cluded 16 singles, among which sone of the mast no- 


table were “Rising/Shining,” “Good Morning, You’ re 
Listening to Jazz,” “A Dinner Party,” and “A Birth- 
day Party.” The songs, and in particular “A Birth- 
day Party,” have interesting rhythm breaks and tempo 
changes, while also creating a lively atmosphere of 
Joy and community through the use of guitar reso- 
nance, fast drumbeats, and high pitched vocals. Vid- 
eos available on YouTube showcase a laid back group 
which engages with the musicians and dances to the 
music. As mentioned on wers, “The bands that played 
this circuit may not be widely recognized individu- 
ally, but together they formed a part of an innova 
tive and renarkable scene.” 


<3 Alexia Nastasia 


N eens of Denial; v 
Album Review 


‘Teens of Denial” by Car Seat Headrest is one of ay favorite 
albune to grace this earth, I Listened to it today, I listened 
‘to it yesterday. 1 Listened to it last week. I Listened to it 
‘the week before that. I force it down the throats of my 
unsuspecting family, friends, and romantic partners. I wrote 
“and how was I supposed to know?” (Fron the roughly 
uisminute-long track “The Ballad of the Costa Concordia”) on 
‘the back oF my high school graduation cap. 1 am obsessed with 
‘this album, 


Releated in 2026, “Teens of Oenial” is a concept album loosely 
based on the 1ife experiences of frontman Will Toledo. The 
albun deals with thenes of depression and addiction. The 
rungy, distorted guitar combined with Toledo's whiny, raw 
voice give the album a unique, easily recognizable sound. 
Tolede tells the story through the lens of the character Joe, 
and paints a masterful picture of his Life in the throes of 
adolescence. 


Tt is hard to choose standout songs on this album becouse 
every song is amazing. My personal favorite song on the album 
4s “Drunk Drivers/Kilier Whales". The song builds slowly, 
heginning with just Toledo's voice and exploding into = 
cathartic release by the end of the song. Toleds is notably 
{good at writing songs that do this. “The Ballad of the Costa 
Concordia” is arguably a better exanple of this. Because the 
song clocks in at over 11 minutes long, it has a longer, mare 
discernible arc, as well as richer instrunentation. 


(other notable songs on “Teens of Denial” include “Destroyed 
by Hippie Powers, which encapsulates the relatable Feeling of 
being at a party and having a terrible tine; the guitar-heavy 
4937 State Park,” which unexpectedly features an organ solo; 
and “Cosmic Hero,” the second-longest song on the album which 
discusses what i€ truly takes to Feel happy. 


‘Teens of Denial” is a staple album within the indie comunity, 
and for goad reason, The albun’s distinct sound sets it apart 
‘from others, and coments it as a classic. 


<3 Morgan Oakes 


The End We Start From: 
Movie Review 


In today’s society marked by 2 dire clinate crisis, environnen- 
41 disasters occur frequently and can have devastating inpacts 
‘on poople’s Lives. The movie “The End We Start From’ depicts a 
Society in which flooding unravels human Lives and forces comm 
nities to seek to start anew, 


In the opening scenes of the movie, a woman (identifed only as 
“onan” and played masterfully by Jodie Coner) is in the bath- 
‘tub, trying to find 2 few relaxing moments in the days before 
delivering her baby. However, by the tine the baby 1s born, 
‘he city ef London in which she and her partner Live has been 
overtaken by high waters. The woman's Tabor coincides with the 
Mooding. white water can be relaxing and is the environsent in 
Uhien Life is formed, as the movie suggests, it can also be de- 
Structive and result in the end of humans on the planet. 


In the midst of the flooding disaster, the Noman, her partner, 
and the baby who has tellingly been faned Noah try to escape’ the 
City and £9 survive. hen she’ can no longer find her partner, 
‘the woman finds. support in the newformed alliance with another 
nother carrying a child too. Although there are spaces that are 
Safer than the city, such az a village on higher ground or the 
Space of a collective, the Honan ultimately decides to return 
‘to her hone as it is the place where she can hope to be reunit- 
fed with her partner. 


‘As mentioned in a review fron The New York Times by Alissa 
WWitkinson, "The End We start Frow” is not an action movie, al- 
‘though there is sufficient thrill ‘throughout the postapacaiyptic 
narrative. Instead, it is 3 poetic sovie, a reflection of screen- 
play writer Alice Birch and director Mahalia Belo on 2 range of 
Escues, fram what we have done to our planet to Being st on the 
brink of ecological disaster to such aspects az the desire to 
Survive, Separation from loved ones, Friendship between women, 
and the’ deep bonds formed between parents and their children. 


Wendy Ide wrote in an article published in The Guardian, “r can 
‘think of fou other fins that get into the skin of new mother- 
hood, with dts formless terrors and fierce, furious prinal love, 
as iiventively and effectively as this one. 


<3 Alexia Nastasia 


Flash Fiction: 


Soneday, someway, aston found At within hinself to really give the 
ots Reid. T think 1t was a Tuesday when he waked into the oFfce Just 
plain nad 


Something his wife had said the previous night. Sonething about his 
weird sovual habits. 


fecently, Winston had groan quite Fond with the dea of Jncoeporating 
tovie quotes into their sex Life, Pl spare you the details 


Anyeays, he walked Lato the office Just plain mad. 2ia, the 
Feceptionist, asked Winston to sigh 19 


ven bother to learn ay rane! Tes Minton! wasten 


sald 3in. °T realty am terribly sovey for ay mistake, sie. 1 
really an truly, terribly sorry. Sinple slip of the mind That's ald! 
Te wont happen agalnt 1 can guarantee you that!” 


‘To enphasize his point he stood up and quoted from Pirates of the 


“Deine up, me hearties, yo het 


Winston Looked at him strangely, The truth wae that 2in was having sex 
hat’s not Lnporeant 


Winston walked inte Mis cubicle, hung up his coat, and sat dom. He 
hufed. Detter get sone coffee, 


1m the small kitenenette at the offce Winston had » cup of coffee and 
Stoked a cigarette, "Danned peopl,” he thought. "Then and thelr 
fontraptions! Aluays fixing to get se in 4 bind somehow. Damned 
poopie” 


Wolly walked tn and smiled at hie, Her teeth shone. 


meening, Winston! T trust you've had a Sine day 50 fa 


Winston glared at her for Just a manent, then relaxed. 


sure have, sure have.” He sailed rather weakly, 


Western Civilization 


Polly started talling about work. Wastan’s mind wandered. He thought 
Shout prehistorie times. He pictured a dinosaur ripping a man in half 
nda half doven tribesmen all throwing spears at it. 

Eventually Winston arrived back at his desk, We read enalle for thirty 
iinutes then decided to take a snoke break. ve 2it a cigarette and put 
‘his feet up on the desk. He Felt good. He walked over to Jim and blew 
2 plune of smoke in his face 


‘rant of hin, . 


svean. T want you to do st agate.” 


luinston watked back to his desk. He could fae Molly staring at hia, 
Sut he did't 2ook at her. He stood up and walked tthe bathrooe and 
Hleked open the door. Harty, Minston’s boss, was at the urieal. 

“Wey, Marty, sald Winston 

‘ay, winston, Now's that project coming?” 

nich one agsina™ 

‘rie Arlington one. \ith Gopher and Scandland Brothers?” 


‘on yes. OF course. Tm happy to say Ut wlll be finshed ahead of 


winston, that project was due two weeks age.” 


luinston turned and walked out of the bathroom and back to his desk 
Ne stared at his computer for a while then decided to take lunch 


Wolly found hin at the Bistro. Me was drinking. She walked over to 


Western Civilization 


Winston Aooked at her blankly and gestured to the seat across fron 
‘im, she Sat dour and looked expectantly at Kinston. 


he sald. *DLd the boss give you hell for that 3in business or 


mo, he dban’e say anything.” 


1 sweartagod you've got his balls An your hand” 


‘ack in the office Winston stood outside tarty's door, smoking. He 
aiked’in'and put Uhe cigarette out an Ais desk. Marty Shot Wp In 
ingen 


nuty! That's Lt Wlnstan! That's the Last Goddamned Stra! You're fred 
Youre Fucking fred! 


4 and walked aut of the office and into the elevator. 
hut he saw Molly Staring at Rin blankly. As 1 she had 


<3 Truman 
Dickerson 
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An Interview 
with Kevin Lally 


Cannabis Crypt is an up-and-coming hardcore band in 
‘the New England punk scene known for the community 
they have created with their music and their chaotic 
shows. They are soon to release their sophonare al- 
bum featuring heavier vocals and instrumentals. Give 
them a listen on Spotify under Cannabis Crypt and 
follow then on Instagram 

Gcannabiscrypta20. 


Liz: From what T've heard you guys have a new album 
coming out. How {s 4t different from your previous album? 
How did you approach it artistically? 


Kevin: T would say it is more death metal based and has 
more heavy parts. The first album related more to faster 
hardeore. So for the second album, we dialed in on 
trying to incorporate slam, and death metal so we could 
have heavier shows. We have it all recorded right now but 
it's still waiting to be produced. There are all kinds of 
things Like shows that delay it but as of right now, the 
whole second album {s recorded we Just have to add guitar 
and all those good things 


Liz: Looking at your Instagram you guys have been playing 
shows fairly consistently. What is your favorite part of 
playing basement shows? What are your favorite venues to 
play? 


An Interview 
with Kevin Lally 


Kevin: fy favorite kind of venue would be places where people 
actually want to cone aut and support. We played Ralph's Diner 
last night. We've been playing there since 2018 or 2019. The 
fiest tine we played there war outeide, It was this huge thing. 
We got there snd there were so many people and we Were <0 
excited from that point on, Ever since then, people have shown 
up to support us. So Ralph's Diner is definitely one of ay 
‘favorite venues to play st. Last Friday we played at 2 house 
‘venus in Boston. It waz a basenent show and there ware tons of 
kids there, it was so unexpected. We didn’t even know if our 
cars were going to be there when we got back outside because 1 
‘think we had to park in a tow-avay zone, Tt was just such an 
anesone show because there were 20 many people there. 


Liz: hat inspired you to start this band? Who are your 
artistic influences? 


Kevin: Playing guitar! I wanted to play guitar really bad when 
Twas 3 drummer. I started playing druns when I was fourteen; 
Ym thirty-three now. I picked up the guitar a couple of years 
later and I consistently played both. It's just a different 
‘feeling playing druns at show instead of playing guitar at 3 
show. I911 always love playing drums but playing guitar is just 
phenonenal watching the crowd. Not that I can’t see the crowd 
fon druns but it’s hard to pay attention to anybody because 
you're just £0 occupied. sit playing guitar you can 

interact with people in the crowd doing their thing it’s 
awesone. I started Cannabis Crypt in 2018 and it’s been going 
pretty well, the music I listen to also inspires me. 1 love 
Listening to guitar riffe in death metal, metalcore, and 
hardcore. when I listen to a song I hear the guitar and the 
drums more than anything else. So that’s really where ay 
inspiration cones fron I would say.anything else. so that’s 
really where my inspiration comes from I would say. 


Of Cannabis Crypt 


Liz: what inspired you to start making music specifically in 
‘this style? What genre best describes your sound? 


Kevin: Well I love other genres Like rap too. I Listen to rap 
all the tine in ay car. Tvenjoy heavy music in general. 

Playing the shows all my Life contributes to that. My 

folder brother Steve was in a band and he started that when I 
vas still a kid. 1 would say without him stepping into that 1 
would have never started. He got me into that heavy music in 
‘the first place. Tt became sll T wanted to hear at shows. that’s 
‘the only kind of show I'go to today. 


Liz: 1 noticed on your Instagram that you enjoy supporting 
small businesses and promoting your beliefs. what message do 
you want to convey through your music and through the band? 


Kevin: fe want our fans to Iet loose and just do what they want 
in life and don't Listen to negativity. Just do what makes you 
happy in life. Whatever that consists of, put most of your 
energy tovards that because that's what we do. he try to do the 
best that we can with that, 


Liz: How would you describe the hardcore scene along the Upper 
East Coast currently? Oo you enjoy what is currently happening 
in the subculture? 


Kevin: 1 would say there are other scenes out there that 
basically focus on what they can do online to make thenselves 
nore prominent. The hardcore scene supports everyone within it. 
Tt doesn't matter who you are as long a= you support others we 
have your back. I think that’s the difference between them and 
other cultures like the rap scene. I think that's one oF the 
main things that differs. 


<3 Liz Plese 


The Walmart Haikus 


Four packs of monster 
and a few dress shirts and pants 
What?s the occasion? 


Every customer 
Jokes about huffing spray paint 
when they buy spray paint 


The girl with the dress 
left her cart unattended 
it had 58 cards 


Anxious shoplifter 
tried to get away again 
Just steal things better 


I feel really bad 
for the lady with the red 
infected tattoo 


The plushie woman 
told me I had “a good vibe” 
Appreciate it 


<3 Miguel Gonzalez 
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